The Rock Wren Salpinctes obsoletus is a common bird in the rocky, arid habitats which characterize its range in western North and Central America from Canada to Costa Rica (AOU 1983). Rock Wrens generally nest in holes or crevices in boulders, rocky slopes or cliffs. They are known for their curious habit of constructing a foundation of small, flat stones upon which the nest is built; often a "pavement" or collection of stones is placed at the entrance to the nest as well (Bailey 1904 Birds were sexed by the presence of a brood patch or cloaca1 protuberance; these determinations were later confirmed through behavioral observations (e.g., copulations).
Mated pairs were well established on their territories by the first of March, and Rock Wrens were seen carrying nesting material as early as 6 March. Mated pairs remained together throughout the breeding season; two pairs remained on the site for the duration of the study, each producing three broods. One of these pairs remained on their territory following a nest predation event and subsequently raised their third brood. Of the four other banded pairs, predation on nests by either snakes or mammalian predators resulted in either one of both members of the pair abandoning the territory.
Over the course of the study, I made observations of nine active Rock Wren nests. I followed two broods of two different pairs of Rock Wrens from egg-laying through fledging. In both cases the clutch consisted of five eggs which were laid at the rate of one per day. Incubation was by the female only. Incubation was measured as starting from the first time the female was observed incubating until the hatching of the first egg. In both cases the female was first observed incubating early in the morning with a complete clutch of eggs; whether the female may have begun incubating the night before the final egg was laid or just that morning is not known. Incubation time was 12 days in one case, 14 days in the other. The male occasionally fed the female on the nest while she was incubating, but this was observed only sporadically; the female also left the nest for short periods of time, presumably to forage. In one instance I observed a male feed a female during courtship. The female responded to the appearance of the male carrying food by exhibiting behaviors similar to that ofa begging fledgling: lowering the body, rapidly flicking the wings, and vocalizing loudly. Both parents assisted in the feeding of the young; the relative contributions ofeach parent were not recorded. The young Rock Wrens fledged between 14 and 16 days after hatching. In one case, within 24 hr of the first brood leaving the nest, the female moved to a new nest on the territory and began to lay a new clutch of eggs. The male continued to feed and care for the fledglings from the first brood for approximately another week. Once independent, the fledglings remained on their parents' territory for approximately four more weeks, after which time they disappeared.
ute. The male perched on a nearby rock and sang while the female was carrying stones to the nest site; the male was never observed assisting in the construction of the stone foundation. Although the pair remained on the territory, no nest was built following the completion of the stone foundation and the pair did not attempt to raise another brood this season.
Measurements of the stone foundation of one completed nest showed that it was composed of 778 in- 
